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How much should students be involved in decision making in schools? At TPH, we feel
that students should be involved in decisions that help shape their educational
experience when they are with us. To ensure this, we try to prioritise two areas:
Student Agency, which allows students to make decisions about what they learn and
how they learn and Student Voice, which is about how students can contribute to
decision making in schools.
Student Agency refers to learning through activities that are meaningful and relevant
to learners, driven by their interests, and often self-initiated with appropriate guidance
from teachers. To put it simply, student agency gives students choice in how they
learn. Their ability to make a decision triggers a greater investment of interest and
motivation. Student Agency is an important part of Personal Project, a subject that is
part of the International Secondary curriculum.
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Notice
10-24
Nov

*IS (Yr7-10) End of
Year Exam

26 Nov

*Kindy - Semester 2
Reports to Parents
*IP - End of Year
Reports to Parents
*IS(Y7-10) -Semester 2
Reports to Parents

29 Nov

*NP - Semester 2
Reports to Parents

Maximilian Kiew of Year 7 Sago Palm
constructed an automatic water
dispenser in Personal Project.

Hannee of Year 9 Bamboo used her problemsolving and critical reasoning skills to
assemble the Lego in Personal Project.

Student Voice acknowledges that young people have unique perspectives on their
learning and how to shape their own education. Student Voice involves students
actively participating in their schools, helping them contribute to decision making
processes by putting forward their views, concerns and ideas. We value student
voice very much at Tunku Putra HELP and see it as an important part of learning and
developing cognitively, socially and emotionally. As we start to welcome back
students to our campus, we have been listening to students and getting their
feedback. For example, we made changes to revision arrangements for Year 11
students taking IGCSEs, based partly on their feedback. Student voice allows for a
healthy partnership to be established between staff and students, so that decisions
that are made that have the greatest benefit for students’ learning and wellbeing. The
school’s Student Council and Prefect System are great ways of providing channels
for Student Voice and as more students return to our campus, they will have a more
active role in school life again.
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Primary – Milepost 3

Keep On Fighting
As I walk

‘Teacher’ as you whispered

down the aisle,

‘we are bored,

my left and right are empty.

we want to go to school,

Ms Zuraina
Head of Pastoral
(National Secondary)

we want to meet friends,

I sighed for a moment,

we want to go back to the way we were.’

this aisle ...

Oh dear! your complaints.

which is often noisy with voices,
which is often with laughter,

My students,

with the noise from footsteps,

Your complaints fuel my drive

with the words ... 'Good morning teacher'

to keep on teaching and

I smile,

educating all of you.

reminiscing.

I'm sure you're the same,

I bring back those memories,

you don’t know the meaning of losing and giving up,

in my mind,

be patient,

how the pandemic

as there will be rays waiting.

has taken away

We will meet one day,

what I know as

believe me,

the strength, the prowess, the joy and the love,

do not waste the time you have,

of a teacher

as time is priceless,

towards you,

don’t mourn the troubled soul

my students.

let us…
try.

My students,
even if we are far apart,

Believe me,

a teacher's heart never lets up,

the courage to imagine,

the distance stretches the bond,

the faith to believe,

as I moved ...

the strength to achieve,

even with resistance,

Imagine-believe-achieve.

for sure

I hope,

you do too,
your soul holds the strength to face what comes next.

this distance,
carries a fighting spirit that lasts forever,
as Tunku Putra-HELP is always in our hearts.
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IP4

Hermit Crab
Horseshoe

and IP4
Crab
brow
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NP5 & NP6 Online Music activities
Throughout online Music Lessons for the past few months, the pupils from
NP5 Fire y and NP6 Grasshopper learned to create xylophones from the
materials found in their house. They also performed a simple melody Twinkle Twinkle Little Star with the xylophone. In the lessons, they also
performed syncopations through clapping and singing. Through these
activities, they enhance their musical knowledge, instrumental technique and
con dence at home.
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Secondary

TK4 Art Exhibition
TK4 Art students have had a productive year under the guidance of their beloved Arts teacher, Ms
Nurmawati. Throughout the year, they meticulously produced piece after piece of great art work and
constantly
strive to improve themselves after receiving constructive feedback and praises on their
thank
work. Let’s have a look at some of their splendid art work!
Photography

TUNKU PUTRA-HELP SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Page 9
NEWSLETTER

Continued from page 9.

http://NEWSLETTER please

Fine Arts-Drawing

Graphic Design

Fine Arts-Drawing & Painting
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Sculpture
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IGCSE BUSINESS STUDIES
IGCSE Business Studies introduces the students to the world of economics, accountings and business management.
Within this subject, students cover 6 broad topics over the course of one and a half years; Understanding Business
Activity, People in Business, Marketing, Operations Management, Financial Information and Decisions, and External
Influences on Business Activities.
Skills gained
Throughout the course, students are not confined to merely increasing their understanding of the content, they are also
required to analyse and evaluate situations often found in reality. The students also get to apply their understanding to
situations given. This gives them the chance to not only cover the academics but also the practical side of the subject.
Presentations and Research
In the classroom, students are given the opportunity
to discuss their understanding of the topics covered.
They are also able to present their findings based on
research they have done in particular areas. One
example of this is when they were asked to research
on Franchise. Part of their research included the
proposed situation of them wanting to introduce the
franchise to Kuching so they needed to make sure
that their research covered aspects including
franchise fee, rental fee, training, capital, and
location. Seen below is one of the decisions they
made during their research when looking for the best
place to ‘open’ their franchise.
Another example is when the students were asked to introduce a business/product that does not exist but they have
devised based on their research of what is lacking in Kuching. They then need to ‘market’ the product so this requires
them to look at the marketing mix (Product, Price, Place, Promotion) and base their research around this.

Exam preparations
Another aspect that students are required to cover is exam preparations. For this, they are shown samples of past year
questions to familiarise themselves with the exam question papers. They are also taught exam skills especially in their
writing of their explanations, analysis and evaluations. This is usually done primarily during the final year of the course.
While Business Studies does require a lot of writing and understanding, there is an impression that only students with
good language skills can get a good grade in it. It is a subject that former ESL students have done well in and all
students can excel in, provided they are willing to work hard for it.
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