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Prior to joining Tunku Putra-HELP, Ms Shirley served as the Head of High School at 
an established international school in Dubai, UAE, with over 2,000 students from 80 
countries. Ms Shirley is also a Facilitator for the National Professional Qualification 
(NPQ) for Senior Leaders at the Institute of Education, London, UK. 
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Notice

We will be continuing with our 
current online learning 

programme for the start of 
Semester Two as per the 

recent Ministry of Education 
announcement until 
July 16th 2021.

For any enquiries, please 
email enquiry@tphs.edu.my

I would like to take this opportunity to extend our warmest welcome to our new 
Executive Principal, Ms Shirley Harrison who has joined us on 1st July 2021. We are 
really delighted to welcome her to the Tunku Putra-HELP community.  

Ms Shirley completed her BA (Hons) in English Studies at the 
Manchester Polytechnic and her Postgraduate Certificate in 
Education (PGCE) English and Drama at the University of 
Manchester, UK. She also completed her MA in Action 
Research for Education with the University of Huddersfield, 
UK.  

Originally from the UK, Ms Shirley brings with her over 30 
years of experience in education in the UK and the Middle 
East. She has held various school leadership positions in the 
last 20 years, including positions accountable directly to the 
School Boards. 

With her background as a teacher, subject coordinator, head of faculty, assistant head 
teacher, and vice principal among others, Ms Shirley has a thorough understanding of 
the operations of a Kindy to A-Level school. Ms Shirley is also well versed with both 
the British National Curriculum leading to the GCSE and A-Level programme as well 
as the International Baccalaureate (IB) programme. Ms Shirley is a GCE A-Level 
Examiner. 

The foundation of Ms Shirley’s teaching career began with the English Department at 
a school in Lancashire, UK; and in less than ten years she built on her experience to 
become the Head of the English, Drama, and Media Studies Faculty.  

In her years of working in senior leadership teams at various schools, Ms Shirley has 
been involved with school wide standards and action planning, curriculum 
development, developing structures, systems and processes to support teaching and 
learning development, as well as implementing student safeguarding processes. 
During the on-going global pandemic of COVID-19 and despite facing various 
challenges arising from this, Ms Shirley successfully led her High School last year to 
achieve the highest judgement of ‘Fully Developed’ in the Distance Learning 
Evaluation conducted by KHDA, the local regulatory body.  

Mr Phang  
Pengetua  

TPH National Secondary
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In her spare time, Ms Shirley likes hiking and camping, fitness and running. An intrepid traveller, Ms Shirley has 
travelled extensively to over 90 countries with her husband Andrew, exploring nature and the great outdoors. So it does 
not come as a surprise that they had visited Kuching before, and fell in love with the green and unique culture of 
Sarawak. The adventurous couple now look forward to returning to Kuching and beginning the next stage of their 
exciting journey at TPH. 

I am certain that the breadth and depth of these experiences will help Mrs Shirley Harrison to bring Tunku Putra-HELP 
to a greater height. 

I would also like to welcome the following new teachers who are joining TPH family in July 2021: 
• Ms Alison Dwight, International Primary, 1st July 2021 
• Ms Nurlaila Rosli, International Secondary, 1st July 2021 
• Mr Andrew Clowes, Head of PE, 15th July 2021 
• Mr Norman Michael, Music teacher, 26th July 2021 
• Mr Bolaji Adebanjo Adewunmi, International Secondary, 26th July 2021 
• Ms Laura Hii, Kindy, 26th July 2021  

On behalf of Tunku Putra-HELP, we would like to express our sincere appreciation and gratitude to the following 
colleagues for their invaluable contributions and dedicated services to TPH: 

1. Ms Felicia Yap, 3rd July 2021. 
2. Ms Fiona Gibson, 17th July 2021 
3. Mr Michael Aylett, 17th July 2021 
4. Ms Breena Chia, 17th July 2021 
5. Ms Hong Sze Ern, 17th July 2021 

Thank you! 

Continued from page 1.
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FromMiddle Leader's Desk

For that reason, all students enrolled in the 
Cambridge Lower Secondary Programme should 
register for the assessment by returning the 
completed form to their home teacher by 23 July 
and ensuring that the fees are paid to finance no 
later than August 12, as late fees will begin to 
accrue on August 13. For any queries on the 
examination matter, kindly contact our Examination 
Officer, Ms Fariah at ieo@tphs.edu.my. In the 
meantime, please take note that an IGCSE parent 
information session is being planned, and details will 
be shared via email shortly. We invite parents and 
students to attend the information session because 
we will address any concerns or questions you may 
have about our two-years Cambridge programme. 

This piece, I believe, should be read by any parent whose child is 
currently in year 9. Year 9 students will spend the second half 
of the year studying for the Cambridge Lower Secondary 
Checkpoint Examination, which will take place in mid-October. All 
year 9 students must take the checkpoint exam, which is used by 
schools to assess students at the completion of the lower 
secondary programme. Cambridge International marks the tests 
for English as a first or second language, mathematics, and 
science. The school can then make strategic decisions based on 
the input from Cambridge Lower Secondary Checkpoint, drawing 
on a pool of data and specialised reporting tools to customise our 
IGCSE programme and give suggestions for students' IGCSE 
subject combinations.  

Mr Albert

KS3 Coodinator
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Hello everyone, my name is Alison Dwight and I am really pleased to be introducing myself as the 
new teacher for IP4 Horseshoe Crab at Tunku Putra-HELP International Primary School. Despite 
not quite making it to Kuching, I have already started teaching my class, and met a lot of the 
teaching staff and some of the parents via Zoom all of whom 
have made me feel incredibly welcome and has made me even 
more excited to come to Malaysia in the very near future. My 
home country is Wales, where I was born, and here I raised my 
two children, Tasmin and Fraser, who are now adults in their 
mid-twenties. As they have dual nationality for New Zealand, 
they have now moved over there to live so my coming to 
Malaysia will make it a bit easier for us to see each other again. 

Although this will be my first placement in an international school, I am no stranger to travel (I 
think I have visited about 25 countries) or teaching. I have taught for nearly twenty years in 
England and Wales across the age groups from nursery to Year 6.  My favourite subject to teach 
is Maths, which I am a specialist in, and I just love it - finding patterns, solving problems, working 
out puzzles– I could do it all day.  Saying that, I do love the variety of the primary curriculum and 
learning alongside the children when the topics are new. My classroom is usually quite noisy as I 
encourage the students to share ideas and discuss their work with each other. 

If I’m not working, I am not one for sitting around so you will 
probably find me outdoors amongst nature enjoying the fresh 
air, going for a run, walking in the countryside, climbing hills, 
canoeing, paddle boarding, swimming and anything else to do 
with water. One thing I haven’t tried yet is surfing so I am 
hoping to have a go soon if anyone can recommend a good 
place to go! For down time, I like to read or do some sewing. 
Both things help me to relax. 

I am really looking forward to properly becoming part of the 
Tunku Putra-HELP community and hope to see you all soon. 

With my running buddies after 
completing a 5K

With Tasmin and Fraser and 
Jordie the cat
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Year 2 English  
Mini-booklets making 

During one of the class activities, 
Year 2 pupils learnt how they spent 
their time. They made some mini 
booklets to make a report about 
their weekly activities. Prior to 
that, they needed to record their 
daily activities throughout the 
week. Then, they had to construct 
some correct sentences and draw 
the pictures accordingly. Everyone 
enjoyed writing about their weekly 
activities in their mini-booklets. 
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The students are given articles to read up  
prior to the lesson. 

Completed their reading before lesson? 
Enter lesson equipped with prior knowledge? 
Ready to apply their knowledge into lesson? 
Yes, yes and yes!

Done reading? Time 
to move on to 

Padlet! Students 
wrote down some 
points that they’ve 
extracted from the 
articles they read 

and had a great time 
reading their 

classmates’ posts 
too! 

Sharpen Your Bahasa Melayu Writing Skills Online-
It’s 100% Possible
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Alright, we have the points, time to pair up for our first draft! The teacher scaffolded the 
students' knowledge by showing an example for them to refer to. Then, they collaborated 

on Google Slides to write their own paragraphs, all under the teacher’s guidance. 
Comments on how to make their writing better and encouraging remarks spurred them 

on to produce better write ups. 

Guidelines from the 
teacher to help 

students build their 
essay from scratch. 

It’s like a recipe, 
add this, add that, 

mix them up and ta-
daaaa! This makes 

essay writing so 
much easier! 

As the saying goes, 
many hands make 

light work. Instead of 
cracking our heads for 

ideas for several 
paragraphs, we 

contributed here and 
there and ended up 
with a whole lot of 

good sentences ready 
to be used!

Once the students have a good start on their essay, they are tasked to complete their own 
individual essay. Feedbacks are then given to their work submission. We are pleased to 
see your gradual improvement, TK3, have faith in yourself, we believe you all can do it! 

Continued from page 11.
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In groups, students work together to find out the adaptive features of the animals in different environments. 

End of semester review using 
Educandy, a game of Anagram with 

Year 10.

TUNKU PUTRA-HELP SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Year 12 Biology students taking part in a Quizizz as revision for their 
Transport in Plants Topical Test.

End of semester review using Factile, a game of 
Jeopardy with Year 11.

An impressive 25 answer streak (100% correct) for a Year 
12 Biology student, showing off their knowledge of the 

Transport in Plants topic.

E-Learning in  
Maths and Sciences Department
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